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Perfect Taste
And a Client List
To Prove It

By JULIE V. IOVINE

 Frank Stella collages, Rose Tarlow, the elusive dovenne of
decorating, posed for a rare photograph. Princess Jah of
India read gossip columns on a nearby sofa, and Richard Meier,
the:architect, ate mashed hard-boiled eggs in the kitchen of his
Upper East Side duplex.

- Mr. Meier, who is Ms. Tarlow’s former boyf{riend, emerged
to .discuss the merits of a 1Tth-century slab of pale beige
limestone sent for her inspection. She had selected it as flooring
for-a client’s house in Greenwich, Conn., and she wanted to make
sure it had been properly waxed.

S-UIt's ugly,” Mr. Meier said and headed up the stairs. Ms,
Tarlow stuck her tongue out at his receding figure. "No, it's
peifect,” she sald.

Both charmingly prosaic and ridiculously rarefied, the scene
could have come straight from Ms. Tarlow's new book, “The
Private House" (Clarkson Potter), which she had jetted in from
Ldsshngelaa {on Eli Broad's private plane) to publicize, The 266-

page soft-focus memeoir, party guide and design essay offers
glimpses into the lives and (unidentified) homes of David Geffen,
Eli-and Edye Broad, Barbara Walters and Bill Blass, to name a
few of Ms. Tarlow's boldface clients and [riends. But the main
subject is her professed passion: creating rooms of haunting

luxury packed with enough rarities and idiosyncratic touchesto  sTvyLE BIBLE In “The Private House,” Rose Tarlow shares
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‘It whRER'L & Blitery crowd,” said
John Barrett, the hakr solonlste. "It
WikE P porener.”
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Thai said, she wasles no time n
speiling out exactly how she likes
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SEMSIBILITY UHVEILED Rose Tarlow, above, poses in Richard
Meler's Manhartan duplexs inset top kel a spread from her new book,
“Ttoe Private House," showing ber study bor David Geflen; left, Ma.
Tartow's awn studio; below, her country kitches in Bel Air,




